








Article 14
1.Reservations incompatible with the object and purpose of  the present Protocol shall 
not be permitted.
2.Reservations may be withdrawn at any time.  
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Article 16
A State Party may denounce the present Protocol by written notification to the Secretary-
General of  the United Nations. The denunciation shall become effective one year after 
the date of  receipt of  the notification by the Secretary-General.

Article 17
The text of  the present Protocol shall be made available in accessible formats.

Article 18
The Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts of  the present Protocol 
shall be equally authentic.
In witness thereof  the undersigned plenipotentiaries, being duly authorized thereto by 
their respective Governments, have signed the present Protocol.

Article 15
1.Any State Party may propose an amendment to the present Protocol and submit it to 
the Secretary-General of  the United Nations. The Secretary-General shall communicate 
any proposed amendments to States Parties, with a request to be notified whether they 
favour a meeting of  States Parties for the purpose of  considering and deciding upon the 
proposals. In the event that, within four months from the date of  such communication, at 
least one third of  the States Parties favour such a meeting, the Secretary-General shall 
convene the meeting under the auspices of  the United Nations. Any amendment adopted 
by a majority of  two thirds of  the States Parties present and voting shall be submitted by 
the Secretary-General to the General Assembly of  the United Nations for approval and 
thereafter to all States Parties for acceptance.
2.An amendment adopted and approved in accordance with paragraph 1 of  this article 
shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the number of  instruments of  acceptance 
deposited reaches two thirds of  the number of  States Parties at the date of  adoption of  
the amendment. Thereafter, the amendment shall enter into force for any State Party on 
the thirtieth day following the deposit of  its own instrument of  acceptance. An amendment 
shall be binding only on those States Parties which have accepted it. 
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Appendix 1: Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities
Downloadable in pdf format on http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/convention/convoptprot-e.pdf 

On line version http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=259

Appendix 2: Core Human Rights Treaties

Direct links to English texts :

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination: 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cerd.htm

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr.htm

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights: 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cescr.htm

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women: 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cedaw.htm

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment:

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cat.htm

Convention on the Rights of the Child: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/crc.htm

International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of 
Their Families: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cmw.htm

International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance: 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/disappearance-convention.htm

http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/convention/convoptprot-e.pdf 
http://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=259
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cerd.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cerd.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cescr.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cescr.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cedaw.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cedaw.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cat.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cat.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/crc.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/crc.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cmw.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cmw.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cmw.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/disappearance-convention.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/disappearance-convention.htm
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Texts are available:

In Arabic on http://www2.ohchr.org/arabic/law/

In Chinese on http://www2.ohchr.org/english/about/publications/docs/CoreTreaties_ch.pdf

http://www.un.org/chinese/documents/instruments/docs_ch.asp?type=conven

In English on http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/index.htm 

In French on http://www2.ohchr.org/french/law/

In Russian on http://www2.ohchr.org/english/about/publications/docs/CoreTreaties_ru.pdf

http://www.un.org/russian/documen/convents/hr.htm

In Spanish on http://www2.ohchr.org/spanish/law/

http://www2.ohchr.org/arabic/law
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/about/publications/docs/CoreTreaties_ch.pdf
http://www.un.org/chinese/documents/instruments/docs_ch.asp?type=conven
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/index.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/french/law
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/about/publications/docs/CoreTreaties_ru.pdf
http://www.un.org/russian/documen/convents/hr.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/spanish/law/
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Appendix 3: Recent Pertinent Resolutions

Resolution from The General Assembly of the United Nations, 64th session, 

6 November 2009: 

Sixty-fourth session
General Assembly
Agenda item 61

Realizing the Millennium Development Goals for Persons with Disabilities.

The General Assembly,

Recalling the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons,157 the Standard Rules on 
the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities158 and the Convention on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities,159 which recognize persons with disabilities as both development 
agents and beneficiaries in all aspects of development,

Recalling also its previous resolutions on internationally agreed development goals, including the 
Millennium Development Goals, which recognized the collective responsibility of Governments 
to uphold the principles of human dignity, equality and equity, as well as a duty to all the world’s 
people, especially persons with disabilities,

Gravely concerned that persons with disabilities are often subject to multiple or aggravated forms 
of discrimination, and can be largely invisible in the implementation, monitoring and evaluation of 
the Millennium Development Goals,

Noting that the entry into force of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which 
is both a human rights treaty and a development tool, provides an opportunity to strengthen the 
policies and implementation of the Millennium Development Goals thereby contributing to the 
realization of a “society for all” in the twenty-first century, 

Noting also that persons with disabilities make up an estimated 10 per cent of the world’s 
population, of whom 80 per cent live in developing countries, and recognizing the importance of 
international cooperation and its promotion in support of national efforts, in particular developing 
countries,

Concerned that the lack of data and information on disability and the situation of persons with 
disabilities at the national level contributes to the invisibility of persons with disabilities in official 
statistics, presenting an obstacle to achieving development planning and implementation that is 
inclusive of persons with disabilities,

157 A/37/351/Add.1 and Corr.1, annex, sect. VIII, recommendation I (IV).
158 Resolution 48/96, annex.
159 Resolution 61/106, annex I.
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Recognizing that the upcoming High level Plenary Meeting to review the implementation of the 
Millennium Development Goals in 2010 is an important opportunity to enhance efforts to realize 
the Millennium development Goals for all, in particular persons with disabilities 

1.	 Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on realizing the Millennium Development 
Goals for persons with disabilities through the implementation of the World Programme of Action 
concerning Disabled Persons and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities;160

2.	 Urges Member States, and invites international organizations, regional organization 
including regional integration organization, financial  institutions, the private sector and civil 
society, particularly organizations representing persons with disabilities, as appropriate, to 
promote the realization of Millennium Development Goals for persons with disabilities inta alia 
through explicitly including persons with disabilities in, national plans and tools designed to 
contribute to the full realization of the Millennium Development Goals;

3.	 Urges the United Nations system to make a concerted effort to integrate disability issues 
in its work and in this regard, encourages the Inter-Agency Support Group for the Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to continue working to ensure that development 
programs, including MDG policies, processes and mechanisms, are inclusive of and accessible 
to persons with disabilities

4.	 Encourages Member States to ensure that their international cooperation, including 
international development programs, is inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities;

5.	 Calls on Governments and UN bodies and agencies to include disability issues and persons 
with disabilities in reviewing progress to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, and to 
step up efforts to include in  their assessment the extent to which persons with disabilities are 
able to benefit from efforts to achieve the goals.	

6.	 Calls on Governments to enable persons with disabilities to participate as agents and 
beneficiaries of development, particularly in all efforts aimed at achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals, by ensuring that programs and policies, namely eradicating extreme 
poverty and hunger, achieving universal primary education, promoting gender equality and 
empowerment of women, reduction of child mortality, improvement of maternal health, combating 
HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other diseases, ensuring environmental sustainability, developing a 
global partnership for development, are inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities;

7.	 Emphasizes the importance of the participation of persons with disabilities at all levels of 
policymaking and development, which is critical to informing policymakers on the situation of 
persons with disabilities, the barriers they may face and ways to overcome obstacles to the full 
and equal enjoyment of their rights, to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals 
for all, including persons with disabilities, and to their socio-economic advancement;

8.	 Encourages international cooperation in the implementation of the Millennium Development 
Goals, including through global partnerships for development, which are crucial for the 
realization of the Goals for all, in particular for persons with disabilities;

160 A/64/180.
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9. Encourages Governments to develop and accelerate exchange of information, guidelines 
and standards, best practices, legislative measures as well as government policies regarding 
the situation of persons with disabilities and disability issues, in particular as they relate to 
inclusion and accessibility;

10. Calls upon Governments to build a knowledge base of data and information about the 
situation of persons with disabilities that could be used to enable development policy planning 
monitoring and evaluation and implementation to be disability-sensitive, particularly in the 
realization of the Millennium Development Goals for persons with disabilities and in this regard:

a. Requests the Secretary General to disseminate widely and promote the use of the 
Guidelines and Principles for the Development of Disability Statistics1 and the Principles 
and Recommendations for Population and Housing Census and to facilitate technical 
assistance, within existing resources, including the provision of assistance for capacity 
building of member states, particularly developing countries, in this regard; and

b. Encourages Member States to make use of statistics, to the extent possible, to 
integrate a disability perspective in reviewing their progress towards realizing the 
Millennium Development Goals for all.

11. Requests the Secretary-General to include information on the implementation of the present 

the Assembly in paragraph 13 (b) of its resolution 63/150.

Resolution from The Economic and Social Council of The United Nations, 

12 February 2010

Commission for Social Development
Forty-eighth session
3-12 February 2010
Agenda item 3 (b)

Follow-up to the World Summit for Social Development and the twenty-fourth special 
session of the General Assembly: review of relevant United Nations plans and programmes 
of action pertaining to the situation of social groups
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“The Economic and Social Council,

“  that the Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development and the Programme 
of Action of the World Summit for Social Development161 and the further initiatives for social 
development adopted by the General Assembly at its twenty-fourth special session,162  as well as 
a continued global dialogue on social development issues, constitute the basic framework for the 
promotion of social development for all at the national and international levels, 

“Noting that the entry into force of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which 
is both a human rights treaty and a development tool, provides an opportunity to strengthen the 
policies related to and implementation of the Millennium Development Goals, thereby contributing 
to the realization of a “society for all” in the twenty-first century,

“Recalling the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons, the Standard Rules on 
the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disablilties  and the Convention on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities which recognize persons with disabilities as both development agents 
and beneficiaries in all aspects of development, 

“Recalling its previous resolutions concerning persons with disabilities and the relevant resolutions 
adopted by the General Assembly,

“Acknowledging the fact that the majority of persons with disabilities in the world live in conditions 
of poverty, and in this regard recognizing the critical need to address the negative impact of 
poverty on persons with disabilities, 

“Noting that persons with disabilities make up an estimated 10 per cent of the world’s population, 
of whom 80 per cent live in developing countries, and recognizing the importance of international 
cooperation and its promotion in support of national efforts, in particular for developing countries,

“Convinced that addressing the profound social, cultural and economic disadvantage experienced 
by many persons with disabilities and that promoting the use of universal design, as appropriate, 
as well as, the progressive removal of barriers to their full and effective participation in all aspects 
of development and promoting their enjoyment of economic, social, and cultural rights will further 
the equalization of opportunities and contribute to the realization of a ‘society for all’ in the twenty-
first century,

“Bearing in mind that the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,163 provides a 
comprehensive normative framework, as well as specific guidance, for mainstreaming disability,

161 Report of the World Summit for Social Development, Copenhagen, 6-12 March 1995     (United Nations publication, Sales No. 
E.96.IV.8), chap. I, resolution 1, annexes I and II.
162 General Assembly resolution S-24/2, annex.
163 General Assembly resolution 61/106, annex I.

“Mainstreaming disability in the development agenda
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“Underlining the importance of mobilizing resources at all levels for the successful implementation 
of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons and the Convention on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities, and recognizing the importance of international cooperation and its 
promotion in support of national efforts, in particular in developing countries,

“Recognizing that the achievement of mainstreaming of disability at all levels remains a major 
challenge, therefore further efforts are required to give practical meaning to the concept of 
mainstreaming and its realization in United Nations activities in the development agenda, 

“Welcoming the fact that since the opening for signature on 30 March 2007 of the Convention 
and the Optional Protocol thereto,164 one hundred and forty-four States have signed and seventy-
nine States have ratified the Convention and eighty-eight States have signed and fifty States 
have ratified the Optional Protocol, and one regional integration organization has signed the 
Convention, 

“Noting that the report of the Secretary-General stated that information on and experience in 
the implementation of disability mainstreaming in the development agenda is limited, and 
acknowledging that international, regional, subregional and national efforts to mainstream 
disability in the development agenda is relatively new and ongoing  and urges further progress in 
this regard, 

“Taking note of the progress made by the Inter-Agency Support Group for the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the United Nations Development Group Task Team on 
Disability in mainstreaming disability in the development agenda, including in the work of the United 
Nations agencies, funds and programmes, and urging further progress towards mainstreaming 
disability into their development agenda, 

“Recognizing that the upcoming high-level plenary meeting to review the implementation of the 
Millennium Development Goals in 2010 is an important opportunity for enhancing efforts to realize 
the Millennium Development Goals for all, including persons with disabilities, 

“Recognizing that the annual ministerial review, which is to focus on “implementing the 
internationally agreed goals and commitments in regard to gender equality and the empowerment 
of women,” provides an opportunity to highlight the situation of women and girls with disabilities, 

1.	 “Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on mainstreaming disability in the 
development agenda;165 

2.	 “Calls upon those States that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities163 and the Optional Protocol164 thereto as 
a matter of priority;

164 Ibid., annex II.
165 E/CN.5/2010/6.
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3.	 “Calls on Member States to enable persons with disabilities to participate as agents and 
beneficiaries of development, in particular in all efforts aimed at achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals, by ensuring that programme and policies, namely eradicating extreme 
poverty and hunger, achieving universal primary education, promoting gender equality and 
empowerment of women, reducing child mortality, improving maternal health, combating HIV/
AIDS, malaria, and other diseases, ensuring environmental sustainability and developing a 
global partnership for development, are inclusive and accessible to persons with disabilities;

4. “Encourages international cooperation in the implementation of all Millennium Development 
Goals, including through global partnerships for development, which are crucial for the 
realization of the Goals for all, in including persons with disabilities; 

5. “Recognizes the need to promote participation, consultation, inclusion and integration of 
persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in mainstreaming disability in 
the development agenda; 

6. “Recognizes the need to promote accessibility to the physical, social, economic and cultural 
environment, to health and education and to information and communication, to the inclusion 
of persons with disabilities in all aspects of development, and of undertaking measures to 
make, inter alia, the environment and transport accessible to all persons with disabilities, and 
to provide accessible information and communications technologies; 

7. “Urges Member States: 

(a)  to mainstream disability, including the perspective of persons with disabilities, into 
the design, implementation, and monitoring  of national development policies, programs 
and strategies, and in this regard calls upon the United Nations system to support, as 
appropriate, national and regional efforts and plans to develop methodologies and 
tools and to promote capacity-building, and evaluation;

(b) to conduct reviews and assessments, analyzing the extent to which disability is 
mainstreamed effectively in the development agenda, with a view to identifying best 
practices and eliminating gaps between policy and implementation; 

(c) to conduct disability education, awareness-raising campaigns, and training for all 
those involved in the development agenda in order to promote the inclusion of persons 
with disabilities;

8. “Encourages the United Nations system, including relevant agencies, funds and programmes, 
in accordance with their respective mandates: 

(a) to share their best practices, information, tools and methodologies on the 
mainstreaming of disability in their activities, through appropriate means, and review 
them periodically,  in order to take a coherent and coordinated approach in disability 
issues  in the United Nations operational framework; 

“(b) to conduct disability education and awareness-raising campaigns, step up efforts 
to recruit persons with disabilities at all levels, including in field positions;
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“(c) to enhance their accountability, including at the highest levels of decision-making, 
in the work of mainstreaming disability in the development agenda, including in the 
assessment of the impact of development efforts on the situation of persons with 
disabilities;

9. “Encourages all Member States, concerned intergovernmental organizations and international 
and regional organizations, civil society, in particular organizations of persons with disabilities, 
and the private sector to engage in cooperative arrangements that aim at providing the necessary 
technical and expert assistance to enhance capacities in mainstreaming disability, including 
the perspective of persons with disabilities, in the development agenda, and in this regard 
encourages the United Nations Secretariat and other relevant bodies to find improved ways to 
enhance international technical cooperation;

10. “Urges Member States and relevant entities of the United Nations system, including the 
agencies, funds and programmes, and invites international and regional organizations, including, 
regional integration organisations, as appropriate, and financial institutions to take concrete 
measures to mainstream disability, including the perspective of persons with disabilities, and 
accessibility requirements into development cooperation and development finance activities;

11. “Stresses the need to enhance the accountability in the work of mainstreaming disability in 
the development agenda, including in the assessment of the impact of development efforts on 
the situation of persons with disabilities;

12.  “Welcomes the appointment of a new Special Rapporteur on disability of the Commission 
for Social Development for the period 2009-2011;

13. “Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a report on the implementation of the present 
resolution, including on the coordination of the United Nations for mainstreaming disabilities into 
all their policies and activities, for submission to the Commission for Social Development at its 
fiftieth session.”
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